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Oklahoma Mogul Seeks Re-election 


By Drew Pearson 

When Victor Wickersham, 
Oklahoma Democrat, first 
came to Congress back in the 
1940s be made a speech in the 
House of Rep- 
resentatives in 
which he said 
“I am a poor 
man.” He ad 
vocated an in 


crease m con 
gressional sal- 
aries. 

Today, the 
Cong ressman 
from Mangum, 

OMa., is trying Rearson 
to get back in Congress, even 
though congressional salaries 
are low. But this time he can’t 
claim he is poor. For in the 
files of the Federal Communi- 
cations Commission is a state- 
ment in which W-ickersham ap- 
plies to buy radio station 
KREK in Saipulpa, showing 
that his net worth is $1,579,789 
and that in 90 days he sold 
over $3 million worth of life 
insurance. 

Just how the poor 'boy who 
once listed (himself in the Con- 
gressional Directory as “reared 
on a cotton, wheat and dairy 
farm,” made himself a mil- 
lionaire is a fascinating story- 

During much of this time 
he was serving in Congress, 
yet the money kept rolling in. 
Here is the inside story of how 
he made himself a million- 
aire: 

First he got his 72-year-old 
father a job on Uncle Sam’s 
payroll as a Library of Con- 


earson gress watchman and Capitol 
Hill elevator operator. This 
Wickersham, saved family upkeep. 

>crat, first Second he ran a used-car 
back in the lot on a rent-free congression- 
peech in the al parking lot with the taxes 
paid for by Uncle Sam. 

He also put James W. Tay- 
lor on the congressional pay- 
roll at the rate of $7,720 a year, 
though Taylor was -then travel- 
ing as a commission sales- 
man for the Herd Equipment 
Company in Oklahoma. Taylor 
claimed he was sampling voter 
sentiment for the Congress- 
man. 

Rearson Writer Called a Liar 

ngress, even Wickersham also conducted 

toe he can’t real estate buyin S an d selling 
For in the on *-he side and put Lloyd 
& Communi- Matthews in his Washington 
n is a state- real estate office at a congres- 
kersiham ap- sional salary of $2298. The 
tdio station salary was paid by all the tax- 
ja, showing payers but was used to operate 
is $1,579,789 a private real estate office, 
ays he sold When the Congressman’s fi- 
orth of life nancial operations were pub- 
lished in this column, he re- 
»or boy who sorted to the usual defense of 
: in the Con- a public official caught in the 
■y as “reared act — be called me a “liar.’ 
it and dairy Though Victor made a pre 
itself a mil- tense of turning his real estate 
rnting story, business over to his brother 
f this time in-law after that, actually hi 
n Congress, continued more active that 
et rolling in. ever — and made more mone; 
storv of how than ever. 


He snapped up land in the 
vicinity of the Air Force 
Academy in Colorado Springs; 
acquired 882.5 acres on the 
edge of the Everglades Nation- 
al Park in Florida; made a 
cool $185,000 profit in less 
than a year on Maryland land 
j Which the Geological Survey 
contemplated buying. 

Wickersham also arranged — 
together with Rep. Frank 
Boykin of Mobile, Ala., later 
on convicted of a conflict of 
interest — for options on 5300 
acres of land outside Wash- 
ington selected by the Air 
Force for a signal installation. 
Wickersham was then a mem- 
ber of the House Armed Serv- 
ices Committee which handled 
Air Force problems. 

That’s part of the story on 
how the cotton-pickin’ Con- 
gressman from Oklahoma was 
able to build up a net worth 
of a million and a half dol- 
lars. That may also be one 
reason why he wants to come 
back to Congress. 


He had an uncanny knowl 
edge of where the Govern 
meint was going to buy prop 
erty and was Johnny-on-the 
spot in buying all around it 


